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Reaching Children

Pediatric TB is a leading killer of children. Despite the extent of the problem, 

today, there are no appropriate child-friendly TB treatments. Working with the 

World Health Organization (WHO) and other partners, TB Alliance made significant 

progress in 2014 in advancing new treatments for children while continuing to fight 

to bring pediatric TB out of the shadows. This effort has catalyzed a multitude of 

stakeholders, and new child-friendly forms of today’s treatments are expected to 

begin reaching children in 2016. 

Click here to learn more about the need for pediatric TB treatment

Reaching Children

New Cures for Children to Save Lives

http://www.tballiance.org/newscenter/view-brief.php?id=1091 
http://www.who.int/topics/tuberculosis/en/
http://www.tballiance.org/children
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Reaching Children

Parents often have to crush 
multiple large and bitter pills 
made for adults in order to 
treat children. This leads to 
potentially inaccurate doses.

TB Alliance is working with pharmaceutical partners to develop child-friendly 

correctly dosed TB treatments that meet internationally recognized quality 

standards. These manufacturers are conducting the necessary studies needed 

by regulatory authorities to introduce improved products for children on a global 

basis. Over the past year, additional partnerships have been signed to ensure a 

sustainable and affordable supply of the new first-line treatments. 

With product launch nearing, we have intensified our efforts to ensure the impact 

of the new products. In collaboration with WHO and national stakeholders, we 

have supported the development of action plans for the scale up of responses 

to childhood TB in more than half of the high TB burden countries. In addition, 

we have partnered with Management Sciences for Health and the Clinton Health 

Access Initiative to identify and navigate potential hurdles to product introduction 

in high burden priority countries. 

This work will ensure the new child-friendly treatments reach children in need. 

•  Click here to view TB Thought Leader Series Webinar on preparation for new  

product introduction

Additionally, there has been much progress in understanding the burden of 

pediatric TB, which is critical to scaling the response to the issue. In 2014, 

we participated in a study published in The Lancet that took a new approach 

to quantifying the number of children with TB. This research will be used 

synergistically with other research efforts to improve the world’s understanding of 

the global pediatric TB burden.

•  Click here to listen to a podcast describing advances in understanding the 

childhood TB burden. 

Preparing for Launch

http://www.who.int/tb/challenges/children/en/
http://www.who.int/tb/challenges/children/en/
http://www.msh.org
http://www.clintonhealthaccess.org
http://www.clintonhealthaccess.org
http://www.tballiance.org/newscenter/voices-of-tb-detail.php?id=54
http://www.tballiance.org/newscenter/voices-of-tb-detail.php?id=54
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(14)70245-1/abstract
http://www.tballiance.org/newscenter/voices-of-tb-detail.php?id=52
http://www.tballiance.org/newscenter/voices-of-tb-detail.php?id=52
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TB Alliance’s mission is centered around having impact on the global TB 

pandemic. No one organization could do that alone, especially in the neglected 

area of pediatric TB. We are fortunate to have a multitude of collaborations in 

this area, working to achieve our collective goal. This includes the World Health 

Organization, UNITAID, USAID, CHAI, Desmond Tutu TB Centre (University of 

Stellenbosch), MSH, Stop TB Partnership Global Drug Facility, and many others. 

In 2014, TB Alliance also established its Pediatric Advisory Group, which gathers 

thought leaders from around the world to lend their voice and expertise in paving 

the way for improved access to better treatments for childhood TB.

Click here to view TB Alliance’s Pediatric Advisory Group

Working with Partners

Reaching Children

http://www.who.int/topics/tuberculosis/en/
http://www.who.int/topics/tuberculosis/en/
http://www.unitaid.eu/en/
http://www.usaid.gov/
http://www.clintonhealthaccess.org/
http://www0.sun.ac.za/dttc
http://www.msh.org/
http://www.stoptb.org/gdf/
http://www.tballiance.org/about/pediatric-advisory-group.php
http://www.tballiance.org/about/pediatric-advisory-group.php

