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THE GLOBAL ALLIANCE FOR TB DRUG DEVELOPMENT APPOINTS CEO
Dr. Maria Freire to Lead as Chief Executive Officer

Maria C. Freire, Ph.D. has been chosen as the new chief executive officer of the Global Alliance for TB Drug Development. This appointment by the Alliance’s Board of Directors will take effect September 15, 2001, announced Board chairman Dr. Carlos Morel.

“Dr. Freire’s extensive technology management expertise, her understanding and passion for scientific research, her proven ability to build and manage organizations, and her commitment to global public health will be great assets to the Alliance during a time of tremendous growth,” said Dr. Morel. “She brings important talents to augment and lead the team.”

Dr. Freire directed the Office of Technology Transfer (OTT) of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) since 1995. The OTT is responsible for all patenting, marketing, licensing, and monitoring activities for the invention portfolios of NIH and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 

As OTT director, Dr. Freire also was responsible for U.S. Department of Health and Human Services technology transfer policy development, including the intellectual property strategy for the public Human Genome Project.

Born in Peru, Dr. Freire trained at the Universidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia in Lima. She obtained her Ph.D. in Biophysics from the University of Virginia and completed postgraduate work in immunology and virology at the University of Virginia and the University of Tennessee, respectively.

Dr. Freire was selected as the Global Alliance CEO for her vision; strong strategic and operating capabilities in the field of health technology policy and management; and ability to plan, direct, and build new organizations. She is a well known and highly regarded professional with experience working across government, industry, and nonprofit sectors both nationally and internationally. Her scientific background in biophysics, immunology, and virology is also well suited to the post.

Dr. Giorgio Roscigno, who served as acting CEO from the inception of the Global Alliance for TB Drug Development in October 2000, will remain in a senior position in the organization, and his commitment and expertise will continue to be great assets for the Global Alliance.

Under Dr. Freire’s leadership, the Global Alliance for TB Drug Development will mobilize public and private resources and expertise for the development of new drugs against tuberculosis, a leading threat to global health.  

In late September 2001, as it celebrates its first year of operation, the Global Alliance is expected to release its full report on the Pharmacoeconomics of TB Drug Development and to announce its first partnership agreements and strategic portfolio investments.

About the Global Alliance for TB Drug Development

The Global Alliance for TB Drug Development is an international nonprofit venture whose mission is to accelerate the discovery and/or development of cost-effective, affordable new TB drugs that will shorten treatment, be effective against multidrug-resistant TB, and improve treatment of latent TB infection.  It is one of a new breed of public-private partnership (PPP) that pursues a social mission by drawing upon the best practices, expertise, and resources from both public and private sectors.

Long and cumbersome treatments of TB imposed by current drugs are inadequate, hindering effective prevention and building resistant strains for which most existing drugs are ineffective or toxic.  In over 30 years, no new class of TB drugs has been developed. New drugs are urgently needed worldwide, and equitable access to those drugs in poorer countries is essential to the treatment and control of this infectious disease with a global reach.

Operating from New York, Brussels, and Cape Town, the Global Alliance for TB Drug Development partners with private industry and public research institutions worldwide, bringing together public and private expertise and resources to devise new approaches to TB drug development.  It also seeks to actively engage researchers from developing countries with a high burden of TB.

The Global Alliance is developing a portfolio of promising R&D investments for TB drugs. It outsources the execution of its R&D projects to private labs and public research outlets.  It provides funds, some limited infrastructure, and scientific and management expertise as it oversees and coordinates the various research projects, harnessing new scientific developments in pursuit of its social mission. 

The organization also is exploring innovative intellectual property (IP) strategies to balance access and incentives.  The Global Alliance’s careful management of IP rights pursues two complementary goals: deliver new TB drugs equitably to those areas most in need and encourage private industry to help develop new TB indications. 

